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Looking Back: a Chapter in SRA History
Introduction by Chris Hanebury  •  Reminiscence by Bannie Stewart

Funny how things happen sometimes! Life is a journey, and although we may not realize it on a day-to-day basis, if we are lucky enough, it always 
leads us back home. In the summer of 2003, SRA purchased Echo’s Honey Rose from Stella Jennings. Stella lived locally and had horses most of 
her life and her children competed in 4H. Most of you know Echo’s Honey Rose as our “Honey” who worked in the program for many years. Stella 
continued to check in on Honey over the years.   

Here opens the next door. In the spring, we were contacted by Stella informing us that she was moving and going to live with her daughter in 
Alabama. She asked if we would be interested in a driving cart that her son had used as a child in 4H programs.  I agreed and went to pick up the cart 
and visited with Stella. We talked about Honey and about the cart and how the pony that they used to pull the cart was from SRA. What?! She told 
me that they had purchased a pony named April from SRA and although she wasn’t sure why SRA sold the pony, she commented that she was the 
best pony ever. Her son went all the way to States in 4H with the pony and always did well with her. They named her April’s High Step.   

Then the next door….I brought the cart back to SRA, and although we weren’t sure it would work in the program, we decided to hook it up to the 
wooden horse which is on the front lawn in front of the office at SRA. Cofounder and resident of SRA, Bannie Stewart, came for a visit one afternoon 
and I asked her if she ever knew a horse named April and showed her the cart. KNEW A HORSE NAMED APRIL,  you say?  A smile came to her face as 
she proceeded to tell me the story about April.  I wanted to be sure to have her share the story with all. The history of SRA is not well documented 
and I am fascinated by the accounts of the journey SRA has made, and I’m delighted to be able to share it and document it for the future!

u

It  was the summer of 1972, and camp was about to  
 begin at Ken-Crest Center in Mont Clare, outside  
 of Phoenixville. My husband, Harry Stewart, was the camp 

director and was interested in expanding the camp pony ride and 
pony wagon ride program.  Sebastian, my own horse, was a welcome 
addition to this program, as a mount for the older, larger campers. 
Also, a new pony had been purchased, a beautiful coal black mare 
named Beauty. With the addition of two other larger animals, the 
summer program was not only a success, but also the beginning of talk 
between Dr. Eleanora Gordon and me about the possibility of a riding 
therapy program.
Late that year, I began to suspect that our purchase had been a 
package deal. My suspicions were correct and in the spring of 1973, a 
tiny coal black foal, with a blue eye, was born. By this time, the riding 
therapy program was doing rather well. So it was on that beautiful 
Saturday morning, with a group of volunteers, students, and a few 
others looking on, April came into this world! We cheered for her as 
she stood up on wobbly legs and found her first breakfast. The pastor 
of a local church, father of one of the volunteers, rewrote his next 
morning’s sermon to tell the story of this new life.
I don’t remember too much about the first 2 years of April’s life, 
outside of the fact that she was everyone’s pet. At 2, she was harness 
broken and driven to a small, light cart. End of formal training. 
Breaking a small pony to saddle can be tough. Experienced small  
riders are hard to come by, especially when the age for volunteers  
at SRA was 14. 
Yes, SRA was alive and very well by that time! So, enter Barbie. I don’t 
remember her last name, or where she came from, only that she 
was too young to work with our riders. However, on Saturdays she 
always arrived, and was willing to do any job, just for the pleasure of 
being at the farm. It was soon noted that she had bonded with April. 
Somewhere along the line, she started riding April. 

The two of them always seemed to tag along on any trail ride, and 
that was the extent of April’s saddle training and no doubt Barbie’s. 
The pair rode in the next two ride-a-thons, our annual fundraiser. Of 
course, by that time, April was also being used in therapy classes. 
Several wagons had been added to the inventory, including a very nice 
double-pony sized wagon. Since April had grown to be within an inch 
in height of her mother, I started driving them as a pair, and a beautiful 
pair they were.
In 1981, Dr. Gordon had retired, and I decided to move on and let 
others take over Sebastian Riding. The new board and new director 
decided that there were too many small ponies in residence, so they 
decided to sell April. I wanted to buy her, but she was sold before I 
could blink an eye! The Jennings family purchased her.  Their son was 
in 4-H and wanted a nice driving pony. April was just what they needed.  
For the next two years April and her young driver set the 4-H driving 
world on fire, winning everything there was to win! They called her 
April High Step, and she was Pennsylvania State 4-H driving champion. 
Her wagon now sits in the yard of SRA.



Wendy Brynan
Meet the Volunteer

{in her own words}
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I am married to a wonderful man, have 
two grown children and a “perfect” 
granddaughter. I enjoy gardening, 
traveling, cooking, and loving on my 
family.  

I have always loved animals. I believe 
that they can understand when we are 
upset, worried, sick, or hurt. They have 
compassion. Horses have a special 
place in my heart.  

When I was about 25, I was able to 
own my own horses, one of which 
was a mustang, wild from South 
Dakota. I was thrilled, but my health 
issues required me to sell them after 
15 years and it about broke my heart. 
In the spring of 2012, my church had 
a “volunteer day” and one of the 
places they had set up for us to go 
was Sebastian Riding Associates. I only 
spent a couple of hours there on a 
Saturday, but it changed my life. I was 
so impressed with the staff and what 
they were doing. I signed up the next 
week to clean stalls. I was so happy 
just to be with the horses. I am still 
impressed every time I go to SRA with 
the work that is done here. I have 
since “graduated” to Leader, which 
allows me to work closer with the 
horses and students. Some days are 
a challenge for me physically, but the 
changes in the students every time 
they come brings tears to my eyes. I 
had never worked with individuals 
living with a disability before and 
I have since learned they are not 
disabled, they are differently abled 
people living life! 

Montgomery County  
Special Olympics Qualifying Horse Show 

by Coaches Jeff Eshelman and Chris Hanebury

On April 17, the annual ritual of the spring took place...the Montgomery County Special 
Olympic Horse Show here at Sebastian Riding Associates. There were 35 athletes training 
to compete in this qualifying event, some in hopes of “advancing” to the State level, some 
anxious to earn a medal, but all there to have a good time. From that aspect, the show 
was a rousing success. For those fortunate enough to be there for Opening ceremonies, 
they were witnesses to a special event. In addition to the traditional occurrences, like the 
Athlete’s Pledge, the Flags were carried about the arena on horseback! Instructors Cyndi 
MacFarland and Jess Moldofsky rode Orion and Lexus throughout the arena with flags 
flying. What a wonderful kick-off for a wonderful afternoon!  
The weather was perfect for a Spring show. The human and equine athletes had their 

“game face” on and the 
volunteers and coaches were 
ready to make it possible. 
Athletes competed in Trail, 
Equitation, Dressage, and even 
a Driving class. The county 
allocated six athletes to attend 
State Games for Equestrian. 
The 2016 Montgomery County 
Equestrian team included 
human athletes Anthony 
Timinski, Tony Clement, Sarah 
Immerman, Alon Colzie, Katie 
Hibbert, and equine athletes, 
Orion and Moe. Coaches Chris 
Hanebury, Jeff Eshelman, Kellen 
Kissinger, Cyndi MacFarland, and Mike Beard completed the team. Stay tuned for highlights 
from the 2016 State Games.  

Collegeville Do It Best 
Oehlert Brothers, Inc.  
Quakertown Beverage

Quakertown Veterinary Clinic
Bishop Wood Products
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Many thanks to our 2016 Jeopardy Trail Ride Sponsors

With 84 horses and riders, abundant sunshine, and a delightful cool breeze, SRA hosted the annual 
Jeopardy Benefit Trail Ride on Sunday, June 12, continuing a 40-year history. Though we have 
fewer farms in the area these days, Jeopardy riders still come from local farms and surrounding 
states, connecting friends and neighboring communities. There is fun and excitement in the air 
as rigs and teams roll in to meet up in our open pastures – and some ride in fabulous costumes! 
In groups of 1 to 4, they ride our winding trail course through Evansburg State Park creeks and 
woodland for 6 picturesque miles. This year, we introduced something new to our trail event: 
along with traditional Jeopardy-style horsey questions at the 5 checkpoints, each team had the 
opportunity to gain points by tackling extra obstacles! Congrats to all who scored big by crossing 
the mattress in the woods, dog leg pass, side passing the snake, and stepping through crunchy 
litter, plus a critter crossing, all the while, each taking in the beauty of the first spring wildflowers, 
resident wildlife, and trail buddies. Our volunteers also came from tristate areas, community 
clubs, and our very own SRA family. Volunteers at check points eagerly awaited trail riders to 
answer tough Jeopardy questions. After the ride, hungry riders and volunteers sat down for a 
meal on the lawn together. Our volunteers served up hot off the grill burgers, hot dogs, salads, 
and (of course) dessert…and LOTS of lemonade. The lunch menu just gets better every year with 
generous homemade donations. Nothing could be better than a ready meal right off the trail. 
Many shopped at our Tack Tent and tried their luck with raffles, too. But the day would not be 
complete until we pinned our proud Jeopardy winners for high scores and creative costumes. 
Each rider and volunteer came in support of our students, improving the quality of life, one stride 
at a time. a

2016 Jeopardy Competitive Trail Benefit Ride
by Cyndi MacFarland 



New Faces at SRA

Skippack Firehouse Training Day at SRA!
by Jenny Dec

On April 26, SRA hosted a Skippack Firehouse Training Day to teach the volunteer firefighters about 
handling horses and to teach Sebastianites about handling fire emergencies! What a fun evening, 
albeit a very serious topic. About 25 volunteer firemen and 4 chiefs of various types came out in three 
trucks (no sirens!) to learn the layout of our farm. About 20 SRA staff and volunteers came to help 
teach the firemen how to handle the horses.  

We did a walking tour of the farm, showing them where our emergency meeting place is (in front 
of the farm house in the yard), where the propane shutoff is (on the side of the indoor), where the 
lessons happen, and where the horses live, among other things. One fireman put on all the safety gear, 
including the oxygen mask that sounds like Darth Vader, and walked through the barn to see how the 
horses would respond. Moe jumped to the back of his stall, but then stuck his nose out his door to see 
what that thing was. Orion had no fear and didn’t even bother to look at the scary man. Thunder was 
pretty worried about the hissing noises. Overall a good response from our equine staff.

Then the volunteers and staff each took a horse and a fireman into the arena and taught horse handling 
skills. The men learned how to lead the horses, and they learned how to identify horse body language. 

The management team spent some time with Jenny discussing what would be involved if they were 
called out for a fire. The first thing they wanted to point out was that it takes them at least 15 minutes 
to get the big trucks here via all the back roads. They said that most of the outcome of the fire is 
determined before they even get here. Get students, families, volunteers, and staff to the emergency 
meeting place in front of the farmhouse in the yard. Then, if it is safe to enter the barns, get the horses 
out of their stalls and into paddocks far away from the fire.

It is interesting to note that in the event of a fire, as soon as the trucks arrived, Water Street would be 
closed. There would be a water hose running from the street to the barns, and several water trucks 
coming and going filling a water “pool.” 

It seems the firefighters liked their training night at Sebastian. Firefighter and Sebastian CPR and First 
Aid trainer John Kelly sent this email after their visit:

Thanks again to you and your staff for the 
tour and horse handling info. They were great!

Have to tell you, when we got back to the 
station, we got more positive feedback on 
this drill than we’d had in a long time. They 
had fun, learned something new, appreciated 
the teaching from the staff, and thoroughly 
enjoyed the evening. Not an easy task to 
get these comments for our bunch! We’ll 
definitely put this on our list of things to do 
again down the road – if ok with you!

So, thanks again for a good night. We might 
have to borrow your staff for some of our 
other training nights based on the feedback – 
any interest in becoming FF trainers?!

John

2016 Special Olympics State Games
by Kellen Kissinger
Every year at SRA, the approach of summer
brings with it a highly anticipated event, the
Special Olympics State games. After a whirlwind
of preparation and training, the athletes — both
human and equine — were ready to take on
this exciting weekend in State College. Special
Olympics presents a great opportunity for our
students to showcase their hard work and skills
in a bit of friendly competition. These students
dedicate themselves to becoming better riders,
and in turn have a chance to share both their
accomplishments and a fun weekend with
friends from all over the state.
Our wonderful 2016 team of athletes included
Alon Colzie, Anthony Timinski, Katie Hibbert,
Sarah Immerman, and Tony Clement. 

Their equine partners this year stepped up to 
the plate in great style, and how could they 
not with names like “Mr. Blue Bob” and “The 
Bananaman,” or as they are affectionately 
known at the barn, Moe and Orion. Of course, 
this trip would not have been successful without 
the help of wonderful coaches and volunteers. 
Our coaching team this year included Chris 
Hanebury, Jeff Eshelman, Cyndi MacFarland, 
Mike Beard, and me. We also could not have 
done it without the assistance of the wonderful 
Tyson clan, Bob, Dottie, and Meredith, first 
and foremost for making the trip easy and 
comfortable for our equine athletes, but also for 
spoiling us and being fantastic cheerleaders!

For me, a first-time coach, it was amazing to be
involved in the community, camaraderie, and
fantastic energy found throughout the entire
trip. A group effort does not even begin to
describe the experience that was our weekend.
Apart from competition, our athletes were able
to enjoy and participate in opening and closing
ceremonies, dance parties, team building, and
of course the requisite trip to the Creamery!
There was so much more to be gained than
ribbons (although we came home with our fair
share of those as well!). From the excitement
found on the buses heading to the games to
the exhaustion while heading home, a great
time was had by all. Above all, the feeling of
family that we hold so dear here at SRA truly
shone through. Bring on next year!

Toby is an 8-year-old Appaloosa gelding donated by 
Ellen Gallagher of PA. He is a very talented western 
horse. He is an awesome 
addition to the walk/trot/
canter team here at SRA 
and will most certainly be 
joining the show horse team 
as well! He has had some 
bad luck since he arrived: a 
sprained ankle, Lyme disease, 
and colic surgery. He will be 
back in the mix soon! Stop 
by and see him, he loves 
people!

SRA is very lucky to have Lexus. A 28-year-old
Thoroughbred mare, she is a beautifully trained

and responsive retired show horse (dressage,
eventing). She has tons of patience and is happy

to trot around
the arena with

a beginner or
an advanced

rider. She is on
loan from Cara

Tsambakos of
Massachusetts

who is studying
at DelVal College.

Orion is an awesome western horse. He has no fear
and can handle any obstacle,
big or small. A 27-year-old
Quarter horse gelding on loan
from Debi Smith (our Cyndi’s
cousin), he is the one horse in
the barn who was bored by the
fireman who came in dressed
in full regalia, including oxygen
(think Darth Vader).
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Did you know...

SRA was so fortunate to receive a grant for T-shirts for summer 
camp volunteers from Anissa Taylor of “Shirts 4 Good.” Each 
year, ShirtCitizens plans to donate a total value of $14,000 to do-
gooders through their Shirts 4 Good grant program. The grant is 
designed to help other do-gooders do more in their communities by 
providing T-shirts and financial support. Shirts 4 Good grant winner 
organizations can focus more energy on what matters most: doing 
good in their communities. So we set off to design the shirt with 
the help of a very special graphic designer, Jess Hanebury (Chris’s 
niece), and the 2016 summer camp t-shirt was created and enjoyed 
by many. What a great way for us to say thank you to our volunteers 
who make summer camp possible! Volunteers, be sure to “like 
them” on Facebook and share a picture of you wearing your T-shirt!

those are great shirts!

Save These Dates!
•  Saturday, August 27 — SRA will be participating in the 
PennSuburban Chamber Health Expo in Lansdale. Come out  
and join us as we meet new friends and share the word of SRA  
and equine assisted learning and therapy with our community!

•  Saturday, September 10 — Star Gazing Party at SRA: Join 
astronomy enthusiast Larry Tancini and friends for this very  
special evening under the stars! This event is free but donations 
are welcome!

•  Sat & Sun, September 17-18 — Student Horse Show, open to 
all SRA students. What a great opportunity for our students to 
showcase their accomplishments over the past year. This year’s 
theme is the Enchanted Garden, which should be a lot of fun as 
well. Stop by and be inspired!

•  Sunday, October 23 — Staff & Volunteer Appreciation Day 

Than
k you

,  

Shirt
s 4 Goo

d!

Vinnie and his entourage visited the Phoenixville YMCA 
to participate in their Animal Therapy Awareness Day. 
Sporting his bowtie and glitter, he was happy to meet the 
young and old alike and as soon as everyone saw him, they 
learned what animal therapy is all about! Another great 
opportunity to share SRA with the community!

Thank you to Dene Mitchell and Wendy Brynan for being 
part of Vinnie’s entourage! 

Vinnie & Friends:  
Animal Therapy Awareness Day

Many of you might remember our Appy Pony, 
Dakota. Dakota was a therapeutic riding 
pony at SRA for several years but decided he 
wanted to do other things. We found a great 
home for him and he is doing great according 
to his new owner. He participated in a clinic 
with Andrea Davidson Eventing and received 
kudos from Andrea but has found his place as 
the trusty steed of a young boy.  We miss you 
Dakota, but are glad you are well and happy! 
Thank you, Tessa!

SRA was recently presented with a 
certificate of appreciation from Spring 

Ford School District for providing 
vocational training opportunities for 

the Special Education Dept. We were 
especially pleased with our presenter!

SRA was the proud recipient of 
the Montco Happening Best 
Charity of 2016 award. What a 
wonderful honor and we thank 
everyone who voted for us.  

We are so fortunate to have the continued support of the Child 
Development Foundation. We have been the recipient of 
Foundation grants since 1994 and are so grateful. 

We have had two Dine and Donates to support our programs, one 
at Olce Pizza and the other at the Metropolitian American Diner 
and Bar. Both events were a huge success. Thank you to everyone 
who came out to have a great meal and benefit a great program!


