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STUDENT HORSE SHOW 2011

Terri Myers is this year’s recipient
of the Suzanne Rampley Award

Meredith Tyson was presented the
Suzie Anders Award by Vince and
Gail Simmonds

Jim Lafferty was presented with the
Frank Viall Volunteer Spirit Award

Set against a Western
themed backdrop, the 2011
Student Horse Show was
held on September 24th
and 25th at SRA. We had
44 riders compete in 14 trail
classes on Saturday. The
trail course included weaving through the cacti and a
figure eight around the
steer. New this year was a
bridge built and donated by
Minninger Builders. Our first
time SRA judge was Rachel Blair. Rachel spent
many years in 4H competing in performance, driving
and drill team. She is currently a student at Del Val
college in the Equine Science program.
On Sunday, we had 17
students compete in 6 dressage classes. Dressage is
a French term meaning
training. Dressage is
judged using a variety of
printed tests which include
required movements. Our
judge was Meghan Coy, a
trainer of Gypsy Vanner
horses at El Brio Farm and
illustrator of the Odd Job
Bob books.
Each of our students took
great pride in showing their
skill and their horse to their
best ability to the judges.
In addition, we had a
driving demonstration. Student Chelsea Colket, along
with instructor Terri Myers,
took Sebastian for a cart
ride around the arena.
Summer camper Abbey
Stahl demonstrated some
of the vaulting skills she
learned at camp this sum-

mer while atop Herbie.
In addition to all the ribbons, we also presented our
annual student, instructor and
volunteer awards. Candidates for the awards are
nominated by students, parents, volunteers and staff.
Terri Myers received the Suzanne Rampley Instructor
award. Meredith Tyson received the Suzie Anders Student award which was presented by the award founders, Vince and Gail Simmonds. Jim Lafferty received
the Frank Viall Volunteer
Spirit award. Our congratulations to all of these deserving
award winners. The awards
are proudly on display in the
lounge.
We held our annual Plop
Drop in conjunction with the
Student Horse Show . The
horse doing the deed was
Max and it didn’t take him
long and the winner was
quickly determined. This
years Plop Drop winner was
The Rossi Family who so
generously donated the $250
proceeds back to SRA. Our
many thanks.
The Student Horse Show is a
special event here at SRA as
it showcases the hard work of
our students and instructors
over the past year. We offer
our congratulations to everyone for a job well done!
Special thanks to Marquitha
Gilbert and her group from
Merck & Co who came to
SRA on Thursday to dust,
clean, decorate and generally
help prepare us for the

show. You may not realize
all the preparation that must
be done to ensure everything
runs so smoothly.
Lots of pictures have been
posted from the student show
on www.shutterfly.com. Be
sure to check them out and
add your photos as well!!
Click on “my shutterfly”. The
account is sebastianriding@verizon.net and the
password is horseshow.

Upcoming
Events !

11/13 –2/4/2012
Session 2 begins
11/14/2011 6:30-8:00
Volunteer Training
11/24/11
Thanksgiving –program
closed Lessons will be
held on Thurs 12/23/11
12/18/11
Staff & volunteer appreciation luncheon. Details to follow:
12/19-1/1/2012
Winter Break
1/2/2012
Program Reopens

SRA Summer Camp Sure Is Fun !!
Just ask any of the 2011
SRA summer campers how much
fun they had at summer camp this
year and they will be sure to tell
you…..tons of fun!!! SRA offered
three weeks of summer camp this
summer and the theme for each of
the weeks was horse fun!!
We had 15 campers over the
three weeks ranging in age from 5

to 27. We learned and practiced our riding skills in the
arena with lots of steering and
two point. We played lots of
games on horseback both individually and as part of a team
and we took long trail rides to
the creek. The campers also
enjoyed driving with Sebastian
and vaulting with Herbie. Both

N E W FACE S AT S RA
A licensed neuropsychologist by
training, Lyn is a Senior Clinical
Scientist, as well as a Program
Lead, at Merck & Co., Inc. While
discussing a project a couple of
years ago, she and her colleague
Dina Pietrangelo discovered that
they both enjoyed horses. Dina
talked about her work as an instructor at SRA and encouraged
Lyn to visit. The rest, as they say,
is history.
Lyn took lessons for a few years
beginning at age 7. Although
horses and riding were always in
her heart, other competitive sports
and interests, graduate school and
work pulled her in other directions, except for occasional riding, until a few years ago. At that

time, she took a friend horseback
riding and fell in love with Pro (a
Russian Arabian) who is “the
best horse ever” and resumed
riding regularly. Heeding Dina’s
advice, Lyn started volunteering
at SRA and has since become
assistant instructor working on
Thursday evenings.
Lyn appreciates the warm, supportive atmosphere at SRA and
the opportunity to interact with
and learn from students, family
members, volunteers and staff.
She says that spending time at
SRA is “the perfect integration
of two of my passionsvolunteering and horses”.
When she is not at SRA or

of these activities were new to
camp this year. Although it
was new all of the campers
were anxious to get their turn
and they did a great job.
We finished the weeks
with a horse show for our
family and friends to show
them all the new things we
learned at camp this summer!
Consider sending your
camper to SRA camp next
summer to join in the fun !!!

Merck, Lyn can probably be found
running (she typically competes in 2-3
half marathons per year and will
someday "soon" do another full marathon), riding Pro, quilting or reading.
She and her husband David (who
works at Merck and also has a picture
of Lyn and Pro on his desktop) have a
cat, Lulabelle, and have been adopted
by a formerly feral, fabulous feline
named Chazz. Since they live in the
woods, they also have a menagerie of
other critters.

MEET THE VOLUNTEER
If you are at SRA any day of
the week, you surely have met
volunteer Anthony Timinski.
Anthony started volunteering
after he graduated from
Methacton High School. Being
a student at SRA for many
years, Anthony knew that he
didn’t want to sit at home and
was very interested in learning
more about horses. He started
volunteering a few hours a
day, three days a week for several years. Over the years,

SPECIAL OLYMPIC STATE GAMES
BY HEAD COACH JEFF ESHELMAN

The Special Olympic
Pennsylvania Summer
Games were held
June 9th through 11th,
with hundreds of athletes from across the
state coming together
to compete in their
chosen summer sport.
This year’s Montgomery County team consisted of 8 athletes
and 6 coaches/
volunteers. The difference this year was
the absence of
horses. Due to health
issues with the SRA
horses, we were unable to take any of our
horses to summer
games. However,
Bucks County was
kind enough to share
their horses with us
and allow our riders to
compete. How great
of Jo Wood and

Meghan Strychowski to
extend themselves in
this way. While there
was some apprehension about riding unfamiliar horses, the team
was ready to compete.
Of the 8 athletes, 1
was a “first-timer”, but
all were well prepared
and excited to ride.
Overall, they competed
in a total of 17 events
including Dressage,
Equitation and Trail.
Of those 17 events,
they “medaled” in all of
them, including 9 Gold
and 5 Silver. Despite
being on “new” horses,
the riders were obviously well trained and
their performance demonstrated that. Well
done to the instructors
and volunteers at SRA
for your work with
these athletes.

Anthony has learned so much that
he has become one of our morning
feeders, Monday through Friday.
When the feeding is done, Anthony
is happy to help with whatever
needs to be done. He is Buster’s
best friend as he always remembers to feed him his lunch.
He
has increased his days of volunteering at SRA to five days a week.
Anthony shares “that riding horses
has become his therapy after unexpectedly losing his mother last
year”. When Anthony is not working or volunteering at SRA, he is
either arguing with his sister,
Nicole or is participating in Special
Olympics bowling. Anthony was a
member of the 2011 Special Olympics Equestrian Team and accompanied the team to Penn State
Main Campus for the state competition.

Coaches and sidewalkers all did a wonderful
job of supporting the athletes, who also benefited
from the presence and
support of family and

friends there to encourage and cheer them on.
What a tremendous
showing by the Montgomery County Equestrian Team of 2011!!

Front Row: Lori Benner, Jesse Mandel, Anna Ruch, Darren
Johnson, Jeff Eshelman
Back Row: Chris Hanebury, Anthony Clement, Alon Colzie,
Jim Lafferty, Samantha Weitz, Meredith Tyson, Nell Etter,
Anthony Timinski and Jerri Weitz

DID YOU KNOW ???
SRA received a $3,000 grant from
PA National Horse Show to be used
for riding scholarships.

Hard to believe we had the 6th
running of the Legs for Lindsey 5K
and Fun Run on August 10th. There
were 283 runners/walkers and many
dogs, plus a team of amazing volunteers at Evansburg State Park. The
race had a new start this year on
Skippack Creek Road and, although
the race had been planned to cross
the new bridge to Water Street,
construction delays required the
race to continue down Skippack
Creek Road to Mayhall Road and
back. It was a wonderful night for
a race with clear skies. DJ entertainment at the beginning and end of
the race was provided by Skylur
Falls and friends. Organic vegetables and fruits were also provided
to the runners by Door to Door
Organics East. The race was also
led by horses, thanks to race committee member Karen Moore.

GOLD SPONSORS:
Stephen Hanebury Plumbing
& Heating
SIEMENS
John O’Donnell & Sons
Rotary Club of Horsham
LMB Consulting
Superior Tube Co Inc.
Gallagher Fluid Seals, Inc.
Young’s Petroleum
SILVER SPONSORS:
Insurance Innovators, Inc.
Hairdaze
Milligan &Company LLC
Quakertown Veterinary Clinic
Wesco Industrial Products, Inc.

For those who don’t know,
Legs for Lindsey came to life in 2005
to commemorate the amazing life
of Lindsey Hanebury. Lindsey rode
at SRA for 17 years to assist with
her low muscle tone as a result of
Down Syndrome. Lindsey developed Leukemia in 2004 and lost her
battle after a month long struggle.

Alderfer Auction Company

Over the last six years, Legs for
Lindsey has generated more than
$35,000 in proceeds for SRA. This
is made possible by the many returning runners/walkers who want
to benefit an amazing program, but
also in part to our sponsors, most
of which have supported the race
and the program since the race’s
inception. When you can, please be
sure to support the sponsors who
support us!

Narducci, Moore, Fleisher &

Buck Enterprises & Landscaping, Inc.
Broad Axe Chiropractic Center
Hibberts, Inc.
Tom Dolan Home Improvements
Little’s John Deere

Roeburg, LLP

We recently received a $1000 operating grant through the Merck
Touched by an Agency program.
SRA was nominated for this grant
by parents Peter and Michelle Habeeb, whose daughter, Emily has
been a student at SRA for almost
3 years. Our sincere thanks to the
Habeeb Family!!
Marie’s Garden located in Collegeville donated more than $600 from
their end of season sale to our scholarship fund. Check it out at www.
.mariesgardenflowers.com.
SRA student and longstanding
4H member, Kyle Ericsson, recently competed at the 4H State
Horse Show with instructor and
4H leader, Dawn Allen, and Herbie. The show was held in
Harrisburg, PA . The team
placed first in Trail and fifth in
equitation. Congratulations to
Kyle on this amazing
accomplishment!!

Our instructors write five goals for
you or your student for each 10
week session. These goals might
include fine motor, gross motor,
cognitive, behavior and speech
skills. You should feel free to ask
to review these goals with your instructor to ensure everyone is
working toward a common goal.

Mayer Pollack Steel Corp
Wegmans
Giant
BRONZE SPONSORS:
Cohen-Seltzer, Inc.
Cargo Trailer Sales, Inc.
Pizza Stop

H R Block will once again have their
tax referral program. If you refer a
new client to H R Block to get their
taxes done, ask us for the form and
SRA will receive $75.00. See office for
details.
Please be sure to take the survey sent to
you via email. We value your feedback !!

